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T homas Dongan Lieutenant Governour & Vice Adm | 


iral 
of New-Torkand its Dependencies, under his Mayſty 
Famesthe ſecond, by the Graee of God, of England, 
Scotland, France & Ireland\King, Defendor of the Faith, 
ſupream Lord & Proprietor of the Collony &Province 
of New-York, and its Dependencies in America, &c. 
To all towhom this shall come, ſendeth Greeting. 


HERFAS the City of New-rort is an antient City within the ſaid 

\ \ Province, and the Citizeps of the ſaid City have antienly been a Bod 
0 Politick and Corporate. And the Citizens of the ſaid City have held, 
uſed and cnjoyed, as well within the ſame, as elie-where within the ſaid Province, - 
divers and ſuadry Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Prancheſes, Free Cuftoms, 
Preheminences, Advantages, 1 Juriiditions, Emoluments and Immunities, as 
well by Preſcription, as by Charter, Letters Patents, Grants and Confirmatioris, 
not only ot divers Governors and Commanders in Chief in the ſaid Province, but 
alſo of ſeveral Governours, Dire&ors, Generals and Commanders in Chief of the 
Nether-Dutch-Nation, whilſt the ſame wasor has been under their Power and Sub= 
jeAion. And whereasdivers Lands, Tenements and Heredita:nents JuriſdiQtions, 
Liberties, ſa:1munities and Priviledges have heretofore been given and granted, or 
mentioned ro be given & granted ro the Citizens 4nd Inhabitants of the ſaid City, 
ſometimes by the name ot S:hout Burger mafters&rSchepens of the City of New- Amſter- 
dam & {ometimes by tieName of Mayor, Alder-men &Commonelty of theCity of Newd- 
York; ſo-1:ctimes by the Name of the Mayor, Aldermen & Sheriff of the City of New- 
Tork; ſometimes by the Name of che Mayor &* Aldermen of the City of New-Tork.and 
by divers o0:hcr Names, as by their ſ:verat Letters Patents, Charters, Grantsg 
A Virnivgsr 


S WM. CE Ns + LT ; 
% 


\ 


Cd) 
| Records and Minuments amongſt other things may more fully appear. 
vheras the Citizens and Inhabitants of the ſaid City have ereRted, builrand 
ated, at their own proper Coſts & Charges,ſeveral publick Buildings, Ac- 
ary! ions and Conveniences for the ſaid City, Thar is to ſap, the City-Hal! 
xr Stat-houſe, with the Ground thereunto belongiog, Two Market-houles, the 
Bridge into the Dock, the Wharffs or Dogk, with their appurtenarices and Con- 


e eden Redo Burial-place without the Gate of this City, and have 
a 


and ſettled one Ferry from the ſaid Ciry of New- 7#rk to: Lon2-1/:1d, 
b cconmodation and conveniency of Pafſengers, the ſaid Citizens and 

Travellers. | m4 
2 And whereas ſeyeral the Inhabitants of the faid City and of Marhattans T/and, 
do Hold from and under his moſt Sacred Majeſty reſpeftively, as well by ſeveral 
- reſpective Letters Patcats, Grants, Charters and Conveyances, made and 
' the late Leiutenants, Governours or Commanders in Chief of tlie ſaid 
| i as otherwiſe, ſeveral and reſpeQive Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, 
"and Hereditaments upon Manhattans Ikend, and in the City of Nen-zork aforeſaid, 
and that as will the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen, and Commonalry of the ſaid City, 
F's cheir Succeſſors, as alſo the Inhabirancs or 47arhatrens Tflind and City of 

»fork aforſaid, as their/Heirs and pogas reſpectively, may hold, exerciſe 
and enjoy ſuch and the ſame Liberties, Privileſſpes and Franchiſes, Rights, Roy- 
alties, free Cuſtoms, Juriſdictions and Immunities, as they have antiently had, 
uſed, held and enjoyed, bur alſo ſuch publick Buildings, Accommodations, Con- 
veniencies, Mefſuages, Tenements, Lands and Herediramencs in the ſaid City of 
New- york, and upon Manhttans Iſland aforſaid, which as above-ſaid, have been 
by the Citizens and Inhabitants erefted and built,or which have, as aforſaid, been 
held, enjoyed, granted and conveyed unto them, or any of them reſpeQively. 

- Know Ye therefore, Thar I{the ſaid Thomes Dnygon, by virtueot the Commiſ- 
fion and Authority to me given, and Power in me reſiding, at the humble Petition 
of the now Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the ſaid City of New-zork, and 
fordivers other good Cauſes and Conſiderations me thereunto moving, have given, 

, ratified and confirmed, and by theſe Preſents, for and on the behalf of 
is moſt ſacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs,Succeilors and Aſſgns, do give, grant, 


" ratific and confirm unto the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen 2nd Commonalty of the ſaid 


City, Al and every ſuch, and the ſame Liberties, Privilcdges, Franchiſes, Rights, 
Royalties, Free Cuſtoms, Juriſdiftions and Immunities, which they by the 


 Nameot che Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, or otherwiſe, have antiently 


had, held, uſed or enjoyed. Provided always, That none ot the ſaid Liberties, Pri- 
viledges, Franchiſes, Rights, Free Chſtoms, "JuriTdiHions or Tmmunities be 
catiſlear with, or Repugnant To The Laws of his M--Mies Kingdom of Eng- 
Tor ny orien ETTTE af rhe General Aſcmbly of this Province. And - A 

aid publick buildings, accommodations and ConveniencesTn the ſaid City, 
that is to ſay, the aforeſaid City Hall or State-H-uſe, with the ground thereunto 
oxy ing. two Market Honſes, the Bridge into the Dock, the Wharffs or Dock,the 


i Burial-Place, and the afore-mentioned Ferry, with their, & every of their 
Rights, Members & Appurtenanices,fogetTicr with a Fihe profits, benefits & advag- 


which ſhall or may accrew or ariſe at all Times hereatter, for Dockage or 
rage within the ſaid Dock, wirh all & ſingular the Rents, Iſſues, Profits, Gains 


and Advantages,which ſhall or may ariſc, grow or z<crue, by the ſaid City = or 
Fats 


3 
fate-Houſe, and ground there-unto belonging, Market Houſes, Bridge, Dock and 
Buryins placz,Perry,& other the above-mentioned premiſles.or any of them. And 


alſo aii and ever reets, Lanes, High- Ways & Allyes within the ſaid City of | 


New.Tork and Manhattans Iſland aforefaid,for the publick uſe and ſervice of the {aid 
Major, Algermer. & Comgmonalrty of the ſaid City, the Inhabitants of Meanhattans 


Wand atorelaid, & Travellers there; together with full Power, Licence and Authos 


rity tothe ſaid Mayor, Aidermen and Commonalty, and their SucceiTors forever 
To citabl:iſh,appoinr, order and direQt the eſtabliſhing.making,ordering,amending, 


repairing & laying our of all Streets, Lanes, Alieys, High-wayes, Water-Courles; | 


Ferry and Bridges in and throughout the ſaid City of New-Tork and Manhatrans 
Ifind aloreſaid, necetlary, necdiuland convenient tor the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Ciry and Manhattans ]{ind, and for all 1ravellers and Paſſengers there. 
alway es, that this ſaid Licence, ſoas above granted Tor The efablilhi 

ing ard Jaying out of Streets, Lanes, Alleys, High-wayes, Ferry and Bridges; 
be nct extended, nr be conſtrued toextend to the raking awaYSFan 


Ferſons Right or Property, without his, her or their Conſent, or by ſome kngwh 
Law of the {aid Province. : ; ! IRS 


3"And for the Conſiderations aforeſaid, I do likewiſe Give, Grant, Ratifie and 
Contirm u2toall and every the reſpettive Inhabitants of the ſaid City of News 
2, and of Manhattans i[land atoreſaid, and their ſeveral reſpeive Heirs and AG 
1 


ns, All 2nd every the ſeveral and reſpeQtive Meſſuages, Tenerheats, Lands and © 
Ifend aforee 


Hereditaincnts ſcuuate, lying and being inthe ſaid Ciry & Manbettans 
faid, to chem feverally and reſpeQtively granted, conveyed and - Confirmed by 
any of the Jate Governours, Lieutenants, or Commanders in Cheif of the ſaid 
Province, or by any of the former Mayors or Denuty Mayor and Aldermen of the 


faid City of New-Tork, by Deed, Grant, Conveyance, or otherwiſe howſoever, 
Toholdto their Several and Reſpeftive Heirs and Aſſigns forever. 


+ And 1do by theſe Preſents Give and Grant unto the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen and : 


Commonalry of rhe {aid City of New-York, All the Waſte, Vacent, Unpatented & 
Unappropriated Lands, lying and being within the ſaid City of New-Tork, and 

Minh attens Jlind, as aforeſaid, extending and reaching to the Low-Water-Mark 
in, by and through all Parts of the ſaid City of New-York and pay 
as aforeſaid ; To g2ther with all Rivers, Rivolets, Coves, Creeks, Ponds, Water 
Water-covries in the ſaid City and Ifland, or either of them, not heretofore givers 
or granted by any of the former Govergars, Lieutenants or Commanders in chief, 
al, ſome of their hands and Seais,or Seal of the Province,or by any of the former 
Mayors or P<puty Mayors and Aldermen of the ſaid City of Nem-Tork, to ſome 
reſpeQive Perſon or Perſons, late Inhabitants of the ſaid City of New-Tort, or 
Manhattays 11:4, or other parts of the ſaid Province. And1 do by theſe preſeats 
Give, Grant and Confirm umo rhe faid Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the ſaid City of New-York, and their Succefſors forever, the Royalties of 
Fiſhing, Fowling, Hunting, Hawking, Mineral and other Royalties and Vrivie 


leges belonging or Appertaining to the City of New-Tork, and Manhattens "flandy 


aforeſaid (Gold and Silver Mines only excepted) To Have, Hold, and Enjoy 
all and fingular the Premiſes to the ſaid Mayor, Alder-men and 
Commonaity of the ſaid City of New- rork; and their Succefſors forever 
Rendering and paying therefor un'o his Moſt Sacred Majeſty, his Heirs, Suc« 
tefſors br Agns, or £© {uch Otitcer or Officers, as ſhall be appointed ro fe- 


» 
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*- >. efive the fame yearly ſdrever hereafter, the annual Quit-Rent or Acknowledge. 


>” ment of one Beaver Skin, or the value thereof ja Currant Money of this Province, 
-—, in the hid Gity of New-7orh, on the 25th day of Mach yearly forever. And 
- - mpreover, I will, ang rhcle preſents do grant, appoint and declare, that the 
and City of New-Tork Wd tbe Compaſs, PrecinQs:and "Lynfjts, thereof, and the 
a(diQion of the ſame, ſhall from henceforth extend toreach it ſelf, and may & 
all beable to reach'forth and extend it ſelf, as well in length2nd in breadth, as in 
+ _ © Circuit,-tothe furtheſt extent of and in and throughout all the ſaid /Jaud Mrhars 
| #avs, andin and upon aft the Rivers, Rivolets, Coves, Crecks, Water and Water 
' Courſes, belonging to the faid Iſland, as far as low water mark. And I Doalſe 
for and on the behalf of His moſt ſacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and Suc- 
rmly enjoyn and Commgnd, That the atore-ſaid Mayor, Aldermen and 
whlty of the City aforeſaid, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall and may freely and 
ly Have, Hold, Uſe and enjoy the aforeſaid Liberties, Authorities, Juriſ- 
S, . Franchiſes,” Rights, Royalties, Privil dges, Exemptions, Lands, Te- 
Hereditaments. and Premilſes aforeſaid, in manner and form aforeſaid, 


Letters Patents of Grants and Confirmation,withour the Ler, Hinderance or impe- 
-- dimentot me orany of my Succeffors, Governours, Lieutenants, or other Oti- 
>” > cers whatſoever. And alſo I do for, andon the behalt of his Moſt Sacred Majeſty 
: aforeſaid, his Heirs angSucceſſors, Grant to the Mayor,” Aldermen and Common- 
= ” alty of rhe ſaid City of New-York and their Succeſſors, by theſe preſents, That for 


he. 


forever hereafter, within the (3id City, A Mayor and Recorder, Town 


AYP ny. - v 


ed, and Sworn, as herein after is particularly and reſpe&ively mentioned, 
who. ſhall 
Cizy of New-York. v +a 
"Coroner, one Clerk of the Markgt, one High Conttable, Seven Sub Conſtables, 


manner hereafter mentioned, And 1 do by theſe preſents, for and on the behalf 
of his Moſt Sacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his 'Heirs, Succefſors and Ailigns, Declare, 


Adſtants of the ſaid City of New Tork for the time being, and they which herecaf- 
 ſball be the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen and Aiſiſtants of the ſaid City of 
Ne York for the time being, and their Succeſſors forever hereafter, be and ſhall 
be, by force of theſe preſents, one Body Corporate and Politick, in deed, faQt and 
name, by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen & Commonalty of the City of New-york ; and 
them by the name of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonralty of the City of New- 
Terk gne Body Corporate & Politick in deed, faQt & name,I Jo really & ſully create, 
ordain, make, Conſtitute and Confirm by theſe pretents. And that by the Name 
.of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty ot the ſaid City of New-York, they 
may have perpctua! fucceſſion, and that they and their Succeſſors forever, by the 
Name of Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of . ew-rork, be and ſhall 
: er hereafter, Perſons able and in Law, capable, ro have, get, receive and 


ditamems torhem and their Succeflors in te {imple or for term of Life, Lives or 
Years, 


. 


wo 


to the tenor and eff: of the aforeſaid Granrs, Parents, Cuſtoms and- 


better Government of the ſaid City, liberties and precinQts thereof, There 


Gram and Appoint, ,Fhat the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and 


de forever bercafter called, The Major, Alcrmen and Commonalty of the 
p® 


| * . And that there ſhall be forever one Chamberlain or Treaſurer, one Sheriff. ons*- _ 
z and one Marſhal or Serjant at Mace, To be appointed, choſen and Sworn in 


Lands, Tenzments, Rents, Liberties, Juriſditions, | ranchiſes and Here- - 


- AY, 


eek... and fix Aldermen, and fix Ailiſtants, To be appointed, nominated, ele&- | 


years, or otherwiſe ; and alſoGoods and < 
nature, kind or quality ſoever, and alſo to g1 
Lands, Tenemears, Heredicamanrs, Goods and i 

orher things about the ſame by the name aforeſaid. allo, wha 
forever ſhall bc hereafter, - Perſans able in Law, capable topletd aq 
anſwer & be anſwered umo,defend & be defended, ia all orany the' 
Majelty, and other places whatſoever, and before any Judges, 
perſon or perſons whatſoever,ia all & all mannerof «HFiows fa ands, © 
pleas, cauſes & matters whatſoever, of what nature,kind or quality ſoever, rms,” > 
and in the like manner and form as other People of the ſaid Province; being Perſons » - © 
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able, and in Law capable, may plead and be impleaded, 'atifwer and bracſwers © - 8 
ed unto, defend ms bo Cletded by ny ewe and means whatſhewae”* © © 
And that the ſaid Mayor Aldermen and Commonalty of the ſaid City of Newt - © 
and their Succeffors ſhall and may torever hereattey, have one common Seat tw © 
ſerve for ſealing of all and fingular their. aftairs - and bufinefſes, rouching ag#* 5 
concerning the ſaid Corporation. And I. ſhall and ma be lawful} to und orth* - - © 
ſaid Mayor, Aldermen and Commonaltyuf the ſaid Cy f New-Ty Z and elieir* ut : 
Succeſlocs, as they ſhall ſee cauſe to break, change, alter and* New make theit  -/ 
ſaid Common Seal when and as often as to them it {ball ſeem convenient, 4 7 
And further, know ye, That I have Aligned Named,Ordained & Conflirured* = 

and by theſe preſents do affign, name, ordain and conſtiture Nicholas Bw non CY: 
Mayor of che ſaid City of New-Tork to be preſent Mayor of the laid Giry' andthe”. > 
the ſaid Nicholzs Bayerd ſhall Remain and contiaue in the Othce of Mayo 
unril another fic Ferſon ſhall be appointed and ſworn in the Raid .. 
to the uſage and Cuſtom of the ſaid City, as in'and by theſe pre 
menrioned and direfted. And I have affigned, named, ordai 
by theſe preſents doaſſign, name; ordarn and irute, Create and £ 
Graham, Eſq; to be the preſent Recorder of the ſaid City, Toda 

all things which unto the Office of Recorder of the faid Cit ' dochor 'miiy 
wiſe appertain or belong. And I have aſſigned, named, d and confi 
and by theſc preſents do affign, name, ordain, conftitute create and declare' 
Weſt, Eiq; Town Clerk of the ſaid City, To do and exe ins 
unto the Office of Town-Clerk may any wiſe'a ertain or belovg, 
nameJ3, alligned, conſtituted and made, and by thel © preſents A 
conſtitute & make Andrew Bown, Jobs Robinſon, Willicw Beatmay, 
Abraham Depyfter and Johennes Kjpp, Citizens and Inhabirants ofthe ſaid 
New-Tork, to be the preſent Aldermen of the ſaid Ciry: And alſo I ha ; 
aligned, nawed and conſtituted, and by theſe Preſents do atfign, name, conftiturse _* 
and make Nicholas Demeyer, Johannes van Brogh, jobn de Brown, Go de Key; © * 
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Abraham Corbit and uoffert Wobber, Citizens and Inhabitants of the 


” oo 


to be the rome Afliſtants of the ſaid City. And alſo, 1 have aFgned, « 
Named and Conttituted and by theſe Wome do Afﬀign, Chooſe, Name and Com 
fticure Peter Delanoy,Citizen and Inhabitant of the ſaid City to be the 
berlain or pane 6 of _ _ as 6 __ hays DIY : 
tuted and Appointed,and by theſe preſents do aff , name,conſtitute and appoidt - © 
John Knight, Eſq; another of the ſaid Chinentchinngp heal jetiff'of the faid” - - © 
City. And have aſſigned, named and appointed, aod by theſe preſe nes do aig | 
Name, Conftiture and appoint Jarvis Marſball, another of yhe ſaid Ciriatns thiers 
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= #0 befteſent Marſhall ofthe ſaid Ciry. And I do by theſe preſerns Grant to the 
ſaid Aldermen and opapealey of the ſaid City of New-Tor# and their Succeſſors, 
” - 'Thatthe Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Affiſtants of the ſaid Cuy, for thetime 
-* being, or the Mayor, Recorder, or any three or more of the Aldermen, and any 
- three or more of the afhſtants for the rime being, Be and ſhall de'called, The com- 
” © mou Council of the ſaid City ; And that they, or the greater part of them, ſhall 
ny have cul power and authority, by Virtue of theſe preſents, from time to 
time, To callagd hold Common Council within the Common Council houſe, or 
City Hall of the faid City, and there, as oecafion ſhall be,to make Laws, Orders, Oc- 
dinances and Conſticutions in writing, and to add, alter, diminith or retorm 


repugnant tothe Prerogative of his moſt Sacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and 
Succefors, or to any of the Laws of the Kingdom of England, or other the 
Laws of the General aſſembly of the Province of New-Tork, For the good Rule, 
Over-ſight, Curreftion and Goverment cf the ſaid City 'and Liberties of the fame, 
and of all the Officersthereof; And for the ſeveral Trades-men, ViQuallers, Arti- 
ficers, and of alf other the People and Inhabitants of the faid City, Liberties and 
PrecinQts aforeſaid ; And for the better preſervation of Government, and diſpoſal 
of all che Lands, Tencments and Hereditaments, Goods and Chartels of the ſaid 
rn s which Laws, Orders, Ordinances & Conſtitutions ſhall be binding 
to all the Inhabitants of the aid City, Libertyes and PrecinQts aforeſaid ; And 
which Laws, Orders, Ordinances and Conſtitutions, ſo by them made as afore- 
aid, ſhall be and remain in torce for the ſpace of three Moneths, and no longer, 
unleſs they ſhall be allowed ofand confirmed by the Governor and Council for the 
time being- And I'do further, on the behalf of his Sacred Majeſty afore@id, his 
Heirsand Succeſſors, appoint and grant, that the ſaid Common Council of the ſaid 
; City for the time being, as often asthey make, ordain & eſtabliſh ſuch Laws, Orders, 
b- Ordinances and Conſtitutions, as aforeſaid, ſhall or may make, ordain, limit, 
provide, ſet, impoſe andtax reaſonable Fines & Amerciaments againft and upon all 

offending againſt ſuch Laws, Orders, Ordinances and Conſtitutions, as 
© aforeſaid, or any of them to be made, ordained and eſtabliſhed, as aforeſaid; & 
the ſame Fines and Amercements, ſhall and may require, demand, levy, rake 


v 


and receive, by Warrant under the Common Seal, Toand for the uſe and be- 


hoof of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the ſaid City, and their Suc- 
" ecſſors, eitherby diſtrefs and ſale of the Goods and Chattels of theOffendors there. 
in, if ſuch G and Chatthes may be found within the ſaid City, Libertyes, 
and Precin&s thereof, Rendering to ſuch offender and offenders the overplus, or 
by any other lawfull ways or means whatſoever. And I do by theſe preſents, 
Appoint and Ordaia the affigning, naming and appointment of the Mayor, and 
Sheriff of the {aid City, that it ſhall be as followeth, viz. upon the Fealt day of 
Se. Michael, the Arch-angel, yearly, The Lieutenant Governour or Comman- 
der:in Chief, for the time being, by and with the advice of the Council, ſhall 
nominate and appoint ſuch Perſon as he ſhall think fir, to be Mayor of the ſaid 
_ City, for the year next enſuing. AND one other Perſon, of ſufficient Ability 
and Eſtate, and of Good Capacity in underſtanding, to be Sheriff of the {aid City 
of New-Tork, for the year next enſuing. AND that ſuch perſons as ſhall be named, 
afſigned and appointed Mayor, And ſuch Perſon as ſhall be named, aſſigned and 
appointed Sheriff of the {aid city, as aforeſaid, ſhall on the fourteenth day ct 


Ottober, 


them, from time to time, as to them ſhall ſeem neceſſary and Convenient, nor . 


by 
" 
# 


42; Do RE 


tf *6y ge WOO -_. oy "» 
DN bY : Kher LE IE 


137 


* v<%. bo 
8-206 


' (7) _— | 
O:7Zober then next following, take thei ſoveral and reſpeQtive Corporal Oathes 
Betore the Governcur and Council for the time being, for the due Executicn of 
their reſpetive Offices, as aforeſaid. And that the ſaid Mayor and Sheriff, fo 
to be nominated, 'aſſigned and apointed, as aforeſaid, ſhall remain and continue 
17 thcir ſaid reſpeive Offices until another fit Verſon ſhall be nominated, appoint- 
edand ſworn inthe place of Mayor, and another perſon ſhall be nominated and 
appointed inthe place of Sheriff of the ſaid City,in manner aforeſaid. And further, 
that according to the now uſage and Cuſtom of the ſaid City, the Recorder,Town 
Clerk & Olerk of the Market of the ſaid City, ſhall be perſons of good Capacity 
and Underſtanding, and ſuch perſons as his moſt Sacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his 
£ heirs and ſucceſſors ſhall in the ſaid reſpeQive Offices of Recorder, Town-Clerke F 
b and Clark of the Market, appoint nd commiſſiorate ; &+for defc& of ſuch aps * 


2 Poin:ments and comiſſionating by his Moſt Sacred Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs ; 
and Succeſſors, To be ſuch Perlons'as the Lieutenant Governours or Commanders | 
: in chict of the ſaid Province, for the time being, ſhall appoiot and commiffione | 
) . . . { 
: ate; which Perſons, ſo Commillonated to the ſaid Offices of Recorder, 


Town Clerk © Cic:k of Market, hall have, hold and enjoy the ſaid Otces 
aCcoi ding to the tenor and effec of their ſaid Commiſſions, and not otherwiſe. 

And furcher, that the Recorder, Town Clerk and Clerk of the Market, Alder« | 
men, Aniſtants, Chamberlain, High Conſtables, - petty Conſtables, and all other | 
Officers of the ſaid City, Before they, or any of them ſhall be admitted ro en« 
ter upon and execute their reſpeQive Otdices, ſhall be ſworn, faithfully ro Exe 
ecate the ſame, beiore the Mayor, or any three, or more, of the Aldermen for the 
time being. AndI do by theſe preſents, tor and on the behalf of his Moſt ſacred 
Majeſty. his Heirs and Succeſſors, grant and give Power and Authority to the 
Mayor and Recorder of the ſaid City, for che time being, to adminiſter the ſame 
reſpeQive Oaths to them accordingly. And further, I do by theſe Preſents, 
grant, for and on the behalf of his Molt Sacerd Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and 
Succeſſors, that the Mayor and Recorder of the ſaid City for the time being, and 
three or more of the Aldermen of the ſaid City, not exceeding five, ſhall be 


«ies « aoviadbibitth « Sa Bot dude + 


ſ Juſtices and Keepers of the Peace of his Moſt Sacred Majeſty, his Heirs and 
F Succellors ; And Juſtices to hear and determine mattersor Cauſes within the ſaid 
City, and Libertyes, and PrecinAs thereof; and that they, or any -three or 

more of them,whereof the Mayor and Recorder, or one of them, for the time being, 


co be there, ſhall and may forever hereafter, have Power and Authority, by 
virtue of theſe preients, to hear and determine All and all manner of Petty La= 
cernyes, Riots, Routs, Oppretons, Extortions and other Treſpalſcs and Offences 
whatſocver, »ithinche (aid City of New-York, and the Liberties and Precin&s afore- 
ſaid from time to time ariſing and happening, and which ariſe or happen, and any 
wayes belong to the O1cccs of the Juſtices of the Peace, and the CorreQtion and 

uniſhment of the Offences aforeſaid, and every of them, according to the Laws 
of England, and the Law's of the ſaid Province; and to do and ro execute all 
orher things in the ſaid City, Liberties and PrecinQs aforeſaid, ſo fully and in 
ample manner, as tothe Commiſſion aiſigned, and to be aſſigned, for the keeping 
of the Peace, in the ſaid County of New-York, doth or may belong. And more» 
over, I do by thele Preſents, for and in behalf of his Moſt Sacred Majeſty afore- 
ſaid, hiis Heirs and Succeſſors, appoint, that the Aldermen, Afiftants, high 
Conltabl.s and Petty Coaſtables, within the ſaid City, be yearly cholea = 
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' in theout Ward, in ſuch Publick place in the ſaid ref; 
- meit for the time —_ tor each War1,ſhall dire& and appoint. 


> che Feaſt day of Sr. Micheel,the Arch Angel ſorever.p;z.one Alderman,one Aſſiit. 


ive Ward,$ one Conſtable for cach Diviſion 
ive Wards, as the alder- 
And that the AL 


-dermen, Afſſiſtanrsand petty Conſtables be choſen by the Majority of Voices of 
the Inhabitants of each Ward. And that the tiigh Conſtable be appointed by the 


-aatand one Conſtable tor each reſpet 


Mayor of the ſaid City, tor the time being. And that the Chamberlian ſhall 


beyearly Choſen on the faid Feaſt day, in the ſaid Ciry-Hall in the faid Ciry, by 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Affiitants, or by the Mayor, or three or more of tie Al- 
dermen, and three or more of the Alſiltants of the ſaid City for the rime being. 
And I do by theie preſents Conſtitute and appoint the ſaid Fohn We to be the 
ent”Town-Clerk, Clerk of the ſaid Peace, and Clietk of the Court of Vieas, 

O be holden betore the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen within the ſaid City, 
and Libertyes, and PrecinQts thereof, And turther, I do by thcſe Prefents,- for 
and on the behaif of his Moſt Sacrea Mjclty atorelaid, his Hens and Succeſfors, 
require, ſtritly charge and Command, Thar the Sheritt, Town-Clerk, Clerk 


- of the Peace, High Conſtable, Pctry Conitables, and all orher Subordinate Ofh- 


cers in the ſaid City, for the .ime being, and every of them re-puttively, joyntly 
and ſeverally, as cavſe ſhall require, ſhall atrend upon the faid Mayor, Recor- 
der and Aldermen of the ſaid + ity for the time being, and every and any of them, 
according to the duty of the re:p=Qive places, in and about the execution of 
ſuch the Commands, Precepts, Warrants and Procellcs of them, and every of 
them, as belongeth & appertaineth to be done or executed. And rhac tie atoreſard 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen and cvery of then, as fuſtices of the Peace, 
for the time being, by their, or any of their Warrants, all and every Perion or 
Perſons, for High Treaſon or Petty Trealon, or tor Suſpition rhereor, vr tor other 
Fellonies whatſoever. and all Malcfattors and D.ſturbers of the eace, and other 
Offenders, for other Miſdcmeanors, who ſhall be apprchended within the ſaid 
City or Li bertyes thereof, ſhall and way ſcrd and Cemmut, ur cauic to be ſen: and 
Commicted ro the Common Goal of the ſaid Ciry, There co remain any be kept 
in fate Cuſtody, by the Keepers ot the ſaid Goal, or his D-puty for the time beiog, 
until ſuch Occnder and Offenders ſhall Lawtully be delivered thence. And Ido 
by theſe preſents, for and on the behalf of his Moſt Sacred Majclty atoreſaid, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors, Charge and Require the keeper and keepers of the ſaid 


Goal, for the time being, and his and their Deputy and Dc:putyes to receive, 


take and in ſafe Cuſtody keep all and Singular ſuch Perfon aud Perlons, ſo appre- 
hened, or to be apprehended, ſent and Committed, to the ſaid Goal, by Warrant 
of the faid Juſtices, or any of them, as aforeſaid, until tie and they fo ſenr and 
Committed tothe ſaid Goal, from thence ſhall be delivered by due couffe of Law. 


_-FAnd further, I do Grant and Confirm, for and on the behalf of his Moit Sacred 


- 


Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Thar the ſaid Mayor of the ſaid City, 
for the time being, and no other according to the uſage and praCtice accuſtomed 
1n the ſaid City of New-Jork, inthe time ot my Predeceſſors, the ſeveral Licute- 
nants,Governcrs and Commanders in Chief of this Province, ſhall have Power and 
Authority to give and Grant Liſences annually, under the publick Seal ot ihe 
faid City, to al! Tavern-keepers, I1n-keepers, Ordinary-keepers, Vifuallers, & 
all Publicle Sellers of Wine, Strong-Waters, Syder, Beer, or any other ſort of 
Liquors, by Retail withia the City aforeſaid, Manharrans Ilhand, or their Liberties 


aid 


FEE-s 


and Precindts thereof. And it ſhall and way be lawfoll to and for the ſaid Mayet _ 


of the ſaid City, for the rime being, toask, demand and receive tor luch Litence, 


by him to be given and granted, as aforeſaid, ſuch ſum or ſums of Money, aghe | 


and the Perſon to whom ſuch Liſence ſhall be given and granted, ſhall agree for, 
nor exceeding the ſum of thirty ſhillings for cach Liſcnce. - All which Money, as 
by the ſaid Mayor, ſhall be fo received, (hall be uſed and applyed to the publick 
uſe of the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen and Comimonalty of the (:id City of Nes-Tork, 
and their Succeſſors, without any account thereof to be rendered, made ordone 
to any of the Licutenants or Governoucs of this Province, for the time being, or 
any of their Depurics. Poſe ; , | 
AND Know ye, that for the better-Government of the ſaid City, and for the 
wellfair of the ſaid Cuizens, Trades-inen and Inhabitants thereof, I do by rheſe 
reſents, for and in the behalt of his Moſt Sacred Majelty, his Heirs and Succeſflors, 
Give and Grant to the faid Mayor, Aldermen. arid Commonalty of the ſaid City, 
and their Succeiſmis, That the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, or the Mayor 
and any three or more ot the Aldermen for the time b*ing, ſhall from time co 
time, and at all times hereafter, have fuli Power and. Authority,” under the 
c21m1non Seal, make tree Citizens of the ſaid City and Libertyes thereof, and no 
Perion or Pccilons whatſoever, other theg ſach free Citizens, ſhall hereafter ufe 
any Art, Trade, M\ ttery, or minual Ofuparioa, within the ſaid City, Liber- 
tyes and Precincts thereof, ſaving in the t'me of Fairs oaly. And in caſe any 
Perſon or Pcrſuns whatloever, nut being free Citizens ofthe ſaid City, as afore- 
laid, ſhall at any time hereafter, uſe or Excerciſe any Art, Trade, Myſtery or 
manual occupation, 07 thall by himfclf, themſelves or others, ſell or expoſe ro 
ſale any manner of Me:chandize or Wares whatſoever by Retail inany Houſe, 
Shop,Place or Places, or Standing within the ſaid Ciry, or the Liberties or Precints 
thereof, no Fair bing then kepr in the ſaid City, and ſhall perfiſt therein, ater 
warning to him or them given or jeft by the appointment of the Mayor of the 
ſaid City for the time being. at the place or places where ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
{hall ſo uſe or exerciſe any Art, Trade or Myſtery, or manual. Occupation, or 
ſhall ſell, or expolc to ſale any Wares or Merchaiidize, as aforefaid, by Retail, 
then it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Mayor of the ſaid City, for the time being, 
to cauſe ſuch Shop VVindows to be ſhut up, and alſo to impoſe ſuch reaſon- 


able Fine, for ſuch Oifence, not exceeding five Pounds tor every reſpe&ive Offence; . 


and the ſame Fine and Fines, ſo impoſed, ro levy and take, by Warrant under 
the common Seal of the ſaid City, for the time being, by diſtreſs and ſale of the 
Goods and Charrels of the perſon or perſons ſo offending in the premiſes, found 
within the Libercizs cr PreciaQts of the ſaid City, .rendring to the Party or 
Parties the over-plus, or by any other lawful ways or means whatſoever, to the 
only uſc of the faid Mayor, Alder-men and Commonalty of the ſaid City of 
New-York, and their Succelſors, without any Account to be rendred, made or 
done to the Lieutenants, Governours or Commanders in chief of this Province, 
for the ſame. Provided, That no Perſon or Perſons ſhall be made free, as afore- 
ſaid, bur ſuch as are his Majelties natural born SubjeRs, or ſuch as ſhall fir be 
naturalized by AQts of General Aſſembly, or hall have obtained Letters of De- 
nization, under the hand of the Lieutenant Governor or Commander in chief 
for th< time being, and Seal of the Province; and that all Perſons to be mgde 


free, as atorclaid, ſhall and do pay for the Publick Uſe of the fgid Mayor, 
& G | Aldermen, 
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RY rmen and Commonality of the ſaid City, ſuck ſum and ſums of M.;cey as 
F* heretofore hach been-uſed and accuſtomed to be paid and received, on thcir be. 
=,” ing admired Free-men, as aforeſaid, provided it yis not exceeding the ſum of 
TX. And , I do by theſe Preſents, for and onthe behalt of his 


1 
' five Pounds. 
-,  v_ 


ol 
ws 


E- Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and Succeſlors, Grant to the. Ma; or, 
” Aldermen and Comminality of the ſaid City, That they and their SucceiT rs 
3) - be forever Perfons able and capable, and ſhall have power to purchaſe, have, 


'-  takeand poſlcſs in fre fimple, Lands, Tenements, Rents, and orher Pofiifrons 


within or without the ſame Ciry, to them and rheir Succefſors forever, ſo a5 the 
- ſame exceed not the yearly value of One Yhouſand Pound per 2znam, the Scarute 

of Martinain, or any other Law to the contrary notwithſtanding ; and the {ame 

Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments and Premiſes, or any part thereof to demile, 

graut, leaſc, ſer over, aſſign and diſpoſe at their own will and pleaſure, and ta 
make, ſeal and accomplith any Deed: or Deeds, Leaſe or Leaſes, Evidences or 
Writiogs, for or concerning the ſame, or any part thereof, which ſhall happen 
to be. made and granted by the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
ſaid City, for thetime being. 

And further, I do by thee preſents, forang on the belialf of his moſt facreg 
Majeſty aforeſaid, his Heirs and yi giant to the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the ſaid City, That they and their Succeſſors, ſhajl and 
may forever hereafter, hold and kcep within the ſaid City, in every Weck of the 
Year, three Market days, the one upon Treſday, the other upon Thurſday, and 
the other upon Saturdey, weekly forever. 

And alſo, I doby theſe Preſents, forand on the behalf of his moſt ſacred Mia- 
jefty, aforeſaid, his Heirs and Succeſſors, grant to the Mayor, Alder.men 2nd 
Commonalty of the ſaid Ciry, Thar they, and their Succeſſors and Aſſigns, ſhall 
and may at any time or times hereafter, when it to them ſhall ſeem fit and con- 
veni take in, fill and ma ke ups and lay out all and ſingular the Lands an4 
Groundin and about the ſaid City and Iland Marhatrzrs, and the ſameto build 

>n, or make uſe of, i:1 any other manner or way, as to them ſhall ſeem fic, as 
far intothe Rivers thereof, and that encompaſs the ſame, as Low. water-mark 


ald. 

And I do by theſe Preſents, for and'on the behalf of his moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
aforeſaid, his Heirs and Succeſſors, give and grant unto the aforeſaid Mayor, 
Alder-men and Commonalty of the ſaid City of New-7ort, and their Succeſſors, 
That they and their Succeſſors ſhall and may have, hold and keep within the 
faid City, and Liberties and PrecinQts thereof, in every Week, in every Year, 
forever, upon Txefd4y, one Court of Common Pleas, for all Attions of Debr, 
Treſpaſs, and Treſpaſſes upon the Caſe, Derinue, Eje&ment, and other Perſonal 
AQions, and the ſame to be held before the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen, or 
any three of them, whereof the Mayor ac Recorder to be one, who ſhall have 
Power to hear and determine the ſame Pleas and Attions, according to the Rules 
of thecommon Law, and AQts of General Aſſembly of the ſaid Province. 

And I do by theſe Preſents, for and on behalf of his moit ſacred M:jcRty 
aforeſaid, his Heirs and Succeſſors, grant to the ſaid Mayor, Alder-men ang 
Commonalty of the aid City of New-Tork, and their Succeſſors, That the ſaid 
Miyor,. Aldermen and Commonalty of the ſaid City , and their Succeſors, 
ſhall haveand enjoy all the Priviledges, Franchuſes and Powers that they have 


and 


f 10) s FO 
and uſe a3! r ohanv of their Predeceſfors at any time withia the ſpace of twenty 
years alt pait, had, took and enjoyed, or ought to have had by reaſon, or under 
auy pretcvce of any former Charter, Grant, Preſcription, or any other Right, 
Cuſtom or Uſage, although the ſame have been forfeited, loſt, or have been ill - 
uſed, or not uled, orabuled, or diſcontinued, albeit they be not particularly men--- 
rioned. And that no Officer {hall diſturb them therein, under any pretence what- 
jnever, not only for their future, but their preſent enjoyment thereof. Provided 
alvays, That the faid Priviledges, Franchiſes and Powers be not inconſiſtent 
with or repugnant to the Laws ot his Majeſties Kingdom of Exglang, or other 
che Laws of the General Aiſembly of this Province, as afore-ſaid. And faving 
to his moſt ſacred Majeſty aforelaid, his Heirs, Succeſſors and Aſſigns, and the 
Lieutenants, Goverr.ours and Commanders in chief, and other Officers under 
him and them in Fort James, in or by the City of New-Tork, and in all the Liber. 
ties, Boundaries, Excents and Priviledges thereof, for the maintenance of the 
faid Fort and Garriſon there, all the Rights, Uſe, Title and Authority which 
they, or any of them have had, uſed or exerciſed there, and alſo one Meſſuage 
or Tenement next the _ Hall, and one Meſſuage by the Fort, now in the 
Poſſeſſion of Thomas Coker, Gent. the piece of ground by* the Gate, called, The 
Governors Garden, and the Land without the Gate, called, the Kings Farm, 
with the Swamp next to the, ſame Land, by the freſh Water. And ſaving the 
ſeveral Rents and Quit-Rents reſerved and due, and payable from ſeveral Perſons 
inhabiting withingthe ſaid City, and Iſland Afanbattaus, by virtue of former 
Grants.to th:m made and given. And faving to all other Perſons, Bodies Poli- 
rick and Corporate, their Heirs, Succefſors and Afſigns, all ſuch Right, Title 
and Claim, PoTeiions, Rents, Szrvices, common Emoluments and Intereſt in 
and toany thing which is theirs, ſave only the Franchiſes aforeſaid, in as ample 
manner as it this Charter had not been made. 

And further, I do appoiot and declare, That the Incorporation to be founded 
by this Charter, ſhall nor at any time hereafter do or ſuffer to be done any 
thing, by means whereof the Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, Srock, Goods 
or Chattles thereof, orin the hands, cuſtody or poſſeſſion of any the Citizens of 
the ſaid Ciry,{uch as have been ſer, let, given, granted or colleQted to and tor Pious 
and Chari-able Uſes, ſhall be waſted or miſ-imployed, contrary to the Truſt or 
Intent of the Found::r or Giver thereof, and char ſuch, and nv other Conſtrution 
ſhall be made thereof, than that which may tend moſt to advantage Religion, 
Juſtice and the publick Good, and to ſuppreſs all As and Contrivances to be 
invented; put in uſe, contrary thereunto. IN WITNESS whereof Ihave 
cauſed theſe Preſents to be entered in the Secretary's Otice, and the Seal of the 
ſaid Province to be hereto affixed this 27th day of 4pril, in the ſecond Year of the 
Reignof his molt ſacred Majeſty aforeſaid, and in the 'year of our Lord God, 


x686. 


Thomas Dongan. 


May it pleaſe your Hononr ; 
He Attorney General hath peruſed this Patent, and finds nothing con« 
taincd rherein prejudicial to his Majeſtics Intereſt. 
Examined, April 27. 1686- Ja. Graham. 


Kerorded in the Secretiry's Cffice for the Province of New-York, in Lib. No. x. 
Book of Patents, vegun 1684. from page 278. 10 30g. PF. Spregge, Secry. 


